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RNDr. Zdeněk Drahota, D.Sc. 
  

-  born 16th September 1932 in Pardubice 
 

-  graduated in biochemistry, Faculty of 
 Science, Charles University in Prague 
 

- 1954 – he started to work in the Institute 
 of Physiology, Academy of Sciences – 
 laboratory of prof. Gutmann  
 topic: neural control of muscle metabolism 
 under physiological and pathological 
 conditions 



The first contacts with mitochondria was when he 
met Lech Wojtczak from the Institute of 
Experimental Biology of Polish Academy of 
Sciences in Warsaw  
  first joint publication 
 



In 1964-1965 - fellowship on Johns Hopkins University, 
School of Medicine in Baltimore, Laboratory of leading 
expert in the field of bioenergetics and mitochondrial 
physiology – Albert Lester Lehninger 

Albert L Lehninger (1917 – 1986)  



In 1967 - Invitation to participate in the meeting in 
Bari – Mitochondrial Stucture and Compartmentation 
organized by Prof. Quagliariello 

Ernesto Quagliariello (1924 –2004) 



Zdeněk Drahota established a successful long-lasting 
scientific collaboration with a number of universities in 
the Europe  
- University of Modena: E. Carafoli  
- University of Padua: prof. N. Siliprandy 
- University of Bologna: prof. G.Lenaz 
- University of Bari: prof. E. Quagliariello, prof. S. 

Papa 
- University of Stockholm: profs. O. Lindberg,  

B. Cannon, J. Nedergaard, Nichols  
- Medical School Univ. Ohio: prof K.D. Garlid 



Important activity – essential participation in the 
organization of international congresses in Prague 

FEBS Congress 
Prague July 1968  

vol. 17 of the FEBS Meeting 
Library „Mitochondria  
Structure and Function“ 
edited by L. ERNSTER and  
Z. DRAHOTA 



Distinguished participants of 
the 5th Meeting of the FEBS 
Prague, July 1968 

L. Ernster 
P.V. Vignais 
M. Klingenberg 
H. Krebs 
P.B. Garland 
J. Bremer 
S.G. Van den Bergh 
B. Cannon, K.J. Hittelman, O. Lindberg 
B. Kadenbach 
G. Schatz 
L. Kovač 
E.C. Slater 
P. Mitchell 
B. Chance, A. Azzi,  
V. Skulachev, A.A. Jasaitis,  
E.A. Lieberman 
Y. Avi Dor 
G.F. Azzone, A. Scarpa 
B.C. Pressman 
E. Quagliariello, S. Papa, J.M. Tager 
E. Carafoli, C.S. Rossi 
L. Wojtczak, K. Bogutska, A. Sarzala,  
H. Zaluska 

   Hans Krebs 

Lars Ernster Vl. Skulachev 

Gottfried Schatz  



18 years later in 1986 



the mitochondrial community was still able to occupy the big lecture 
hall of the Congress Palace in Prague 





In 1968 – Zdeněk was appointed the head of 
bioenergetic laboratory with only 3 people – 
student Josef Houštěk and lab technician Marie  
The team was extended by other students soon 
 
Jan Kopecký 
 
Petr Svoboda 
 
Hana Rauchová 
 
Jaroslav Kuneš  
 
 
Many of them – authorities in the field of bioenergetics 



Milestone - OROBOROS period, Prof. Erich Gnaiger, 
Innsbruck, Schröcken, MiP meetings 



Our collaboration with Zdenek started 20 years ago 
 led to building the laboratory of Mitochondrial 

Physiology at our Department 
 attracts many young colleagues and students 
 resulted in 25 joint publications 





Dear Zdeněk, 
At this very special and unique occasion, let me wish you 
good and firm health and all the best in the coming years! 
In particular, I would like to wish you many enjoyable days 
at bench, with your never ending enthusiasm in exploring 
wonderful mitochondrial world and, of course,  a lot of 
excitements and unexpected findings with the OROBOROS 
oxygraphy! With most cordial regards, as ever yours,  
Josef Houštěk. 



Dear Zdeněk, 
We wish you good health and everlasting admirable energy. 

Thank you so much for all your help and friendship.  
Many Happy Returns! 

  



MiP2017 – Hradec Králové 
15. 11. 2017 
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